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1. Historical context and introduction. 

 

The IX Region of La Araucanía in the south of Chile is the where the so-called “Mapuche conflict” 
continues. This conflict that began more than 400 years ago, far from approaching its end, appears to 
be the focus of the greatest violation of human rights in the country [Chile]. Not only are the leaders of 
the Mapuche communities affected, being those who protest and lead the social movement, but also the 
most vulnerable are at risk and for whom - paradoxically - not even the law recognizes punitive 
responsibility: children. 

Multiple testimonies may be found in the investigation files led by the human rights protection agencies 
and in judicial archives; testimonies that many times the national media has been responsible for hiding 
which exacerbates the problem. 

The Mapuche children are subject to aggravating and denigrating treatment towards them which is 
evidence of discrimination and stigmatization relating to their identity from an early age. They are 



referred to as "mapuchones", "Indians", "pigs" and "lazy" during police procedures and they are 
controlled with riot guns, firearms and tear gas grenades. This generates more than just psychological 
damage but also there have been innumerable cases in which serious injuries and even death have 
occurred as in the unfortunate and much publicised case of the adolescent Camilo Catrillanca. 

 

 

2. Protection organizations. 

 

2.1 National Institute of Human Rights: 

The National Institute of Human Rights (NHRI) is an autonomous public law corporation created by 
Law No. 20, 405 aimed at promoting and protecting the human rights of all persons living in Chile, 
established within the constitutional and legal norms. In the field of human rights international treaties 
have been signed and ratified by Chile and are in force, as well as those emanating from the general 
principles of law, which are also recognized by the international community. 

Among its functions regarding the violation of rights of the Mapuche communities, the following stand 
out in particular: 

• The requirement to prepare reports related to national human rights issues prevailing. 

• Power to make recommendations to the Government and to different organs of the State for due 
protection and respect for such rights. 

• Initiation (within the scope of its competence) of legal actions before the Courts of Justice, such as: 
complaints of crimes against humanity, injunction protections1. 

• Cooperation with the UN and other regional or other related institutions in the promotion and 
protection of human rights. 

 

Institutions, such as the NHRI and others, champion children's rights, yet these are useful for hundreds 
of adults who have suffered from human rights violations also. However, most of the NHRI’s 
functions are purely advisory and informative, and in no case punitive, and its recommendations 
are far from been legally binding. However, in the small number of cases in which the law has 
permitted legal action to be brought, the Chilean judicial and probation system has been responsible for 
reducing sentences for Mapuche children which is to be welcomed. 

 

3. Figures and cases. 

 

According to official documents issued by the National Institute of Human Rights (NHRI) which have 
been submitted to the Judiciary, at least 133 Mapuche children or adolescents have been violated in 
many ways by Carabineros de Chile and the civil police (Police Investigations of Chile, PDI) between 
2011 and 2017. This figure which, in addition to not being updated to this year [2019], only includes 
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the cases that have been reported because, according to the NHRI, there are an indeterminate number 
of cases that have never seen the light of day. 

According to a report issued by the NHRI in 2015, “in Chile there is no legal framework to punish 
torture, which leads us to the unavoidable fact that since torture is not classified as a crime in the 
criminal code the evidence used to blame perpetrators will always in effect be insufficient”. "The 
Mapuche and Pewenche Communities are frequently raided by uniformed men, committing various 
abuses and mistreatments against children, adolescents, women and the elderly, despite international 
recommendations on the matter." "The State of Chile does not yet classify torture as a crime nor has 
it implemented the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture." 

Violence for the Mapuche often begins during their first minutes of life: a new-born girl arrives in the 
world with her mother in handcuffs. Cases documented by the NHRI record attacks suffered by children 
even as young as under three years of age. A 5-year-old boy was separated for several hours from his 
parents and interrogated by the police.  An 8-year-old boy was verbally assaulted when speaking 
Mapudungun [his native language]. A child of 12 was shot in the left leg. A teenager of 15 was detained 
while she was having breakfast at her boarding school. A teenager of 17 was shot in the back less than 
a metre away. These are just some of the many cases that occur periodically in southern Chile. 

It is worth mentioning the degrading event that occurred on May 21, 2018, in which a group of Mapuche 
children were forced to undress by police officers, which was justified with the excuse of an “identity 
control” process. The events happened in Ercilla, IX Region, Chile, near the Huañaco Millao 
Community. It was reported by organizations seeking to protect children's rights that “the children were 
forced to undress, and the children's stories indicates that they [the Police] threw away their notebooks 
and other things, noting that the children were threatened with being taken to SENAME centres 
(National Service for Minors). The children had to be taken care of by psychologists due to the trauma 
caused by the events”…“They are psychologically vulnerable and do not want to go back to school 
after what happened, thinking that they [the Police] want to involve them in some crime. It is common 
for the police to be outside the schools carrying out identity checks”. 

 

 

4. Damage 

 

As has already been said, there have been numerous cases of children and adolescents being injured 
during abusive police procedures being carried out which are in breach of fundamental rights and 
guarantees in favour of human beings. Also we cannot ignore another kind of injury that is slow and 
silent and that is often irreversible due to lack of treatment and policy in the matter: psychological 
damage. 

When children and adolescents have been directly exposed to experiences of repression and acts of 
violence, these experiences become traumatic events that affect them psychologically. Children can 
present with post-traumatic stress: nightmares, flashbacks, terror and anxiety under stimulus 
that recalls what happened and generalised anxiety. 

The psychological and social development of Mapuche children is at risk every day. This will continue 
as long as public policies are not focused on solving social problems and the media do not become 
agents that contribute to positive development and change. Development will continue to be difficult 
for each member of the Mapuche Community, violations in some cases being threefold: violation of 
their rights as human beings; their rights as children; and their rights as members of the original 
people being violated. 
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