
Kay Pysden is the founder of Pysdens Solicitors which was founded in August 2004. She 
is a highly experienced practitioner in the field of Marine, Multimodal Transport and 
Logistics. She trained as a Solicitor from 1985 and gained specific training in this field 
leading to qualification in 1987 and practice in this field ever since. She gained her 
honours degree in law at University College London in 1983.  
 
The leading cases in this field which she has handled are “The Komninos S”; “Texas 
Instruments-v-Nason Europe”; “Spectra-v-Hayesoak”; “Cert Plc-v-George Hammond 
Plc”; “Rhone Poulenc Rorer limited–v-TGA Limited”; “Netstal Maschinen-v-Dons 
Transport”; “International Transport Roth Gmbh-v-Secretary of State for the Home 
Department”; “The MV Darya Radhe” and “Matrix Europe Limited –v- Uniserve 
(Northern) Limited, Part 20 Defendant Logwin Air &  Ocean Limited”, and “Rohlig UK 
Ltd-v-Rock Unique Ltd” all of which have had a significant impact on the transport and 
logistics industry.    
 
She acts for a number of specialist marine and transportation insurers, intermediaries 
and freight forwarders as well as importers and exporters in disputes involving private 
conditions, standard trading conditions and transport Conventions including CMR; 
Hague; Hague-Visby; Warsaw and Montreal together with having wide experience in 
warehouse fire and other large scale disputes. She has long experience in the field of 
drafting bespoke logistics, outsourcing and warehousing and distribution contracts and 
terms and conditions of trading, having handled the legalisation of the 2005 and 2017 
BIFA Conditions, and the drafting of indemnity and guarantee and licence agreements 
for clients. She also advises on insurance policy wordings. She has also dealt with many 
lien and demurrage disputes for forwarding clients and has acted on behalf of forwarders 
in many regulatory issues such as water pollution; dangerous goods breaches; carriage 
of clandestine entrants and contraband; and customs disputes with HMRC. She also 
handles enforcement process to recovery unpaid debts through interim and final 
charging orders and orders for sale of property and professional negligence cases 
concerning advice given in respect of marine, multimodal transport and logistics matters. 
She also handles injunctive process relative to delivery up of goods and worldwide 
freezing orders and staying of foreign process in favour of local jurisdiction.  
 
In terms of negotiating experience she has had long and successful experience in dealing 
with case settlements and negotiating contractual arrangements between substantial 
organisations. She has also assisted multinational group clients with inter-company 
agreements. She is experienced is dealing with business people from many countries 
across the globe having chaired the Advisory Body of Legal Matters in FIATA attended 
by lawyers, insurers, freight forwarders, and freight Association officials from numerous 
countries. 
   
She is a lifetime Honorary Member of FIATA having held the position of Chairwoman 
of the Advisory Body on Legal Matters of FIATA and Chairwoman of FIATA’s Ad Hoc 
Working Group on the UNCITRAL draft Instrument on the Carriage of Goods for four 
years. She advises BIFA, the British International Freight Association and sits on their 
Legal and Insurance Policy Group and has represented them on the Working Group of 
the Shipping Policy Group of the Department of Transport relating to the Rotterdam 
Rules. 
 



In July 2000 she presented a paper entitled “Multimodality in Modern Transportation-
the need for Regulation” at the United Nations Colloquium on Transport in New York, 
having been requested to do so as a prelude to the Uncitral work beginning on the draft 
Instrument for the carriage of Goods. Further, in September 2001 during the visit of the 
Chilean President, Mr. Lagos and the Chilean Trade Mission she presented a paper 
entitled “Jurisdiction and Law-Implications for International Commerce”.  
 
Her comments on the subject of antiterrorist measures and their implications for the 
transport industry and International Commerce have been published around the world, 
and quoted by Associations, Governments and World Organisations from 2002 to date. 
In October 2010 she delivered a paper in London organised by the ICC on the synergy 
between transport contracts and the new ICC Incoterms 2010. She has coordinated and 
worked on three papers with other eminent professors and practitioners from various 
countries in opposition to the Rotterdam Rules published in August 2009 and April 2010 
with the last being published in November 2014 as a tribute to the late great Professor 
William Tetley Q.C. She has also worked with South American lawyers to assist in the 
success of the Montevideo declaration signed by many eminent professors and 
practitioners from Latin America. More recently she has been involved in assisting the 
forwarder position concerning the proposed changes to product safety regulation in the 
EU.  
 
Also, in the specialised area of head injury litigation, she handled the leading cases of 
“Wells-v-Wells”, and “Griffin-v-Kingsmill” which also involved issues of professional 
negligence.     
 
In terms of negotiating experience she has been involved in many complex settlement 
negotiations in cases handled of both a domestic and international nature and 
negotiations in reaching agreement on contractual arrangements on behalf of clients 
seeking to reach agreement with customers. These are often lengthy and intricate in 
detail. She has also assisted multinational companies with inter-company agreements 
governing how each individual entity in the group deals with each other in relation to 
commercial dealings and claims.   
 
Many of her clients are foreign and so she has experience in dealing with business people 
from across the globe. She also gained experience in terms of managing a group 
comprised of delegates from across the globe when heading up the Advisory Body on 
Legal Matters in FIATA (the worldwide Freight Forwarding Association). In terms of 
negotiating behind the scenes on international matters again she represented FIATA in 
the Working Group sessions at the UN Building relating to the finalisation of the 
document that became the Rotterdam Rules as managed by Uncitral.  
 
She has wide experience in matters relating to international commerce both in the fields 
of transport and import/export of goods. She is aware of issues relative to countries where 
the UK has treaties in place to deal with enforcement of judgments and those where there 
is no such agreement. She is aware of how to avoid problems in this area by use of 
arbitration provisions instead of court action provisions in relation to disputes in favour 
of local law and jurisdiction. She is keen to defend the interests of UK Plc and the 
renowned justice system of England and Wales which needs to be actively protected and 
promoted abroad.  
 


